WORK    UNDER   FIRE

the former works out at an average of 18,000 pesetas, and of the
latter at 161 pesetas."

The result was that the peasant was obliged to rent land or to
hire himself out as a day-labourer on the large estates. In either
case he was the victim of the most iniquitous exploitation. In
the matter of renting land, there was no special legislation pro-
tecting the tenant against the abuses and arbitrary impositions of
the landlord. And as far as wages were concerned, in Extremadura
a labourer was paid 2.25 pesetas for working from sunrise to
sunset; and in Salamanca 1.50 pesetas; while in some places he
would get nothing but his food.

The Republic wanted to put an end to this state of affairs, which
was not only thoroughly unjust but also harmful to the national
economy, since the large landowners, with their easy profits, did
not trouble to organize the cultivation of their estates rationally,
and often let large tracts of them run to waste,

On April 2gth, 1931, a week after the proclamation of the
Republic, the Provisional Government issued a decree concerning
the leasing of land, which established a minimum of protection to
the lessees and put a stop to some of the abuses. A further decree
of June nth, 1931, granted to the lessees the right to apply to
ihejurado Mixto (or ecMixed Jury,9* a body on which the workers*
organizations were represented) for the revision and reduction of
rents (which had been raised 300 per cent over those of 1913,
although the sale price of products had only increased by
sixty-seven per cent). Both measures, it should be clearly under-
stood, essentially benefited the middle-class peasant.

The Republic also wanted to improve the lot of the farm
labourer. A decree of June I2th, 1931, extended to agricultural
workers the benefit of the laws regarding accidents at work, for
in spite of the Geneva Convention of 1921, the Spanish agricul-
tural proletariat had, after ten years, still not obtained this
legitimate improvement in their conditions. At the same time
an equitable rise in wages was arranged; the normal and the
harvest wage, which in 1930 were 2.25 and 4 pesetas respectively,
rose to 5 and n pesetas in 1932.

The fundamental problem to be solved, however, was that of the
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